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Elisabeth Wright Burak, MPP, MSW, 
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Diana Fishbein, Ph.D., Co-Director, National Prevention Science Coalition to Improve Lives, Penn State College of Health and Human Development 

Elisabeth Fraser, Policy Director, Connecticut Association for Human Services 

Neal Halfon, M.D., Professor, University of California at Los Angeles 

J. David Hawkins�U �W�Z�X���X�U 

http://www.inckmarks.org/
mailto:Bruner@childequity.org


ww w.inckm arks.org co ntact: Bruner@childequity .o rg 5 15 - 98 8 - 4 457 

Shiva Sethi,  Leg islative Assistant, Center for Law and Social Policy 

Lisa Shapiro, Chief of Staff and Director of Children’s Policy, Families USA 

Margorie Sims, Manag ing  Director, Ascend at the Aspen Institute 

Justin Smith,  Associate P rofessor,  Uni versity of Utah Schoo l of M edicin e 

Debbie Stein,  JD,  Executive Directo r,  P artnership fo r Am erica's C hildren 

Yoland Trevino, E xecutive Dire ctor,  P asadena/A ltadena Coalition of T ransf orm ative Leaders (P A C T L) 

Lily Valmidiano. MP H,  P roject Directo r,  Am erican Academ y of P ediatrics C A  Chapter 3, S an Dieg o 

Emily Vargas-Baron, P h.D.,  Director, The RISE Institute 

Mark Wietecha,  MS  and MBA , C hief Executive Of fice r, Children’s Hospital Association 

Larry Wissow. M.D., Professor, Seattle Children’s Hospital 

Barry Zuckerman,  M.D.,  P rofessor and Chair Em eritus at Bost on Univers ity  School of Med icine,  Co - founder,  Rea ch Out and Read,  Medi cal Leg al P artn erships,  and 
H ealth Leads 

Bo ld - faced o rganizatio ns represe nt o rganizatio nal as well as individual signato ries 
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Federal Opportunities to Advance Child Health Transformation 
Working Statement of the National Advisory Team, November 3, 2020 

COVID-19 has been disruptive to children and their families and the health systems that serve them, particularly primary 
care. The triple crises of the COVID-19 pandemic, economic downturn, and reckoning on racism have elevated attention 
to racial inequities and social injustice in both the health care system and our country as a whole. 

Because of COVID-19, the public and the policy community now have heightened recognition of the value of frontline 
providers in child health and other fields. Providers reached out, supported, and engaged children and their families, 
offering two- and multi-generation approaches to protect child health and development. At the same time, health 
practitioners faced new challenges in providing that care, many not recognized in the current financing system. It is clear 
that the child health care system will not simply revert back to the way it was before COVID-19. We must work to build 
back better, smarter, and fairer. The future of our children and society depends upon it. 

Far too many U.S. children�v through the poverty, isolation, stress, discrimination, racism, or marginalization of their 
families and communities�v do not have access to or receive what they need to succeed. The result is profound 
disparities in opportunity based upon �������Z�]�o���[�•��socio-economic status, zip code, and/or color of their skin. Currently, 
none of the systems serving children �v health care, behavioral health, economic assistance, early care and education, 
and family support �v is sufficiently resourced to fulfill even its own role, but each has evidenced-based models and best 
practice protocols to do so. The federal government has a critical leadership opportunity to invest in these systems, in 
partnership with states and communities, and to equip the child health field to move toward a new and better standard 
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�x Enhanced federal financial participation under Medicaid for care coordination/ case management for children 
which address social as well as medical determinants of health, including 
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